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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



\Claims 1-14 are pending in this application. 



Claim Objections 



2. Claims 1-9 recites, "characterised" which contains a typographical error. 
Appropriate corrections are required. 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



4. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as being directed to non-statutory 
subject matter. Claim 14 recites a computer program product that encompasses mere 
software, per se. Software is not one of the statutory subject matters. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the monitoring unit". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in this claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



3. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-2, 7-11 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
unpatentable over Hass et al., (US 6,725,255 B1, hereinafter Hass), 

8. Regarding claim 1 , Hass discloses a method of monitoring data exchange 
between application systems comprising the steps: 

transmitting a dispatch control message from a first application system, (Fig. 1, 
"server 18/agent 22"), to a separate monitoring unit ,(Fig. 1, client 14/agent 20), after 
dispatch, (col, 5, line 17, "client 14 notifies server agent 22 of a successful receipt of a 
data transmission") of a data packet from the first application system to a second 
application system, (col. 5, lines 7-24). 

creating a reception control message from the second application system after 
successful reception of the data packet by the second application system, (col. 5, lines 
14-18) and 

outputting a monitoring message from the monitoring unit containing information 
as to whether the data packet was received by the second application system 
successfully and within a predetermined transaction time, (col. 5, lines 19-38, lines 60- 
65). 
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9. Regarding claim 10, Hass discloses a monitoring system for monitoring the data 
exchange between application systems comprising: 

a first application system for transmitting a despatch control message to a 
separate monitoring unit, (Fig. 1, client 14/agent 20), after despatch, (col, 5, line 17, 
"client 14 notifies server agent 22 of a successful receipt of a data transmission"), of a 
data packet from the first application system, (Fig. 1 , "server 18/agent 22"), to a second 
application system, (col. 5, lines 7-24). 

a second application system for creating a reception control message after 
successful reception of the data packet, (col. 5, lines 14-18), and 

a monitoring unit for outputting a monitoring message containing information as 
to whether the data packet was received by the second application system successfully 
and within a predetermined transaction time, (col. 5, lines 19-38, lines 60-65). 

10. Regarding claim 13, Hass discloses a method of monitoring the data exchange 
between application systems comprising the steps: 

receiving a despatch control message from a first application system after 
despatch, (col, 5, line 17, "client 14 notifies server agent 22 of a successful receipt of a 
data transmission"), of a data packet from the first application system, (Fig. 1 , "server 
18/agent 22"), to a second application system, (col. 5, lines 7-24). 

checking a reception control message created by the second application system 
after successful reception of the data packet, (col. 5, lines 14-18), 
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checking whether the data packet was received by the second application 
system successfully and within a predetermined transaction time on the basis of the 
despatch control message and the reception control message, creating a corresponding 
monitoring message, and outputting the monitoring message, (col. 5, lines 19-38, lines 
60-65). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 2, Hass discloses the first and second application systems are 
not directly connected together but are indirectly connected together in particular by way 
of at least one further application system and/or transmission system, (figure 1 , col. 4, 
lines 28-34). 

12. Regarding claim 7, Hass discloses the reception control messages are 
transmitted from the second application system to the monitoring unit, (col. 5, lines 14- 
18). 

13. Regarding claim 8, Hass discloses the reception control messages are stored in 
the second application system and the monitoring unit periodically monitors the stored 
reception control messages, (col. 5, lines 14-38). 

14. Regarding claim 9, Hass discloses the monitoring message is transmitted to the 
first application system, a service provider connected to the first application system or a 
user of the first application system, (col. 5, lines 50-65). 
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1 5. Regarding claim 1 1 , Hass discloses a checking unit for checking a reception 
control message created by the second application system after successful reception of 
the data packet, (col. 5, lines 14-18), 

a processing unit for checking whether the data packet was received by the 
second application system successfully and within a predetermined transaction time, on 
the basis of the despatch control message and reception control message and for 
creating a corresponding monitoring message, and an output unit for outputting the 
monitoring message, (col. 5, lines 19-38, lines 60-65). 

Hass doesn't explicitly disclose a receiving unit for receiving a despatch control 
message from a first application system after despatch of a data packet from the first 
application system to a second application system. 

Welch discloses a receiving unit for receiving a despatch control message, 
("transfer record", col. 5, lines 33), from a first application system after despatch of a 
data packet from the first application system to a second application system, (col. 2, 
lines 44-52, col. 5, lines 35-40). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time of the inventions to realize that the message needs to send the monitoring unit 
in order for the monitoring unit to record files transfer. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the inventions 
to combine the teachings of Hass and the teachings of Welch to create a system which 
can monitor data exchange and estimate the predetermined transaction time. 
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16. Regarding claim 14, Hass discloses a computer program with computer program 
means for causing a computer to execute the steps of the method according to claim 13 
when the computer program is executed on a computer, (col. 3, lines 15-45). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

18. Claims 3, 5-6 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hass as applied to claims land 10 above, in view of Mitrani et 
al., (US 5,862,335, hereinafter Mitrani). 

19. Regarding claim 3, Hass does not discloses the application and transmission 
systems connecting the first and second application systems also create reception 
and/or despatch control messages after successful reception and despatch respectively 
of the data packet and communicate same in particular to the monitoring unit. 

Mitrani discloses the application and transmission systems, (CCNAs, col. 3, lines 
20-25), connecting the first and second application systems also create reception and/or 
despatch control messages after successful reception and despatch respectively of the 
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data packet and communicate same in particular to the monitoring unit, (col. 7, lines 48- 
65). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the inventions 
to combine the teachings of Hass and the teachings of Mitrani to create a system which 
can find out where the errors occur. 

20. Regarding claims 5 and 12, Hass does not discloses rules concerning the 
transmission of data packets are predetermined in the monitoring unit, in which rules it 
is specified which points are to be monitored by the monitoring unit on the basis of the 
despatch and reception control messages. 

Mitrani discloses rules concerning the transmission of data packets are 
predetermined, ("transmitting one or more commands", col. 7, lines 48-65), in the 
monitoring unit, in which rules it is specified which points, (testing center transmits one 
or more comments to one of the CCNAs which is located in network, col. 7, lines 48-65, 
"packets having the specified bit pattern", col. 8, lines 15-45), are to be monitored by the 
monitoring unit on the basis of the despatch and reception control messages, (col. 8, 
lines 7-46). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the inventions 
to combine the teachings of Hass and the teachings of Mitrani to create a system which 
can configure the monitor device how to monitors the data. 
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21 . Regarding claim 6, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 5 above, 
in addition, Mitrani discloses measures to be taken for different kinds of data packets in 
the case of a negative result of points to be monitored, maximum transaction times, 
transmission paths and/or application systems from which control messages are 
expected are specified in the rules, (col. 8, lines 7-46) 

22. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hass 
as applied to claim 1 in view of Fong, (US 6,636,893 B1). 

23. Regarding claim 4, Hass doesn't disclose the first and second application 
systems are different application systems in particular use different data protocols. 

Fong teaches the first and second application systems are different application 
systems in particular use different data protocols, (col. 7, lines 65-67). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Hass by utilizing different protocols between system 1 & 2, allowing for 
interfacing and communication between different protocol systems, as is conventional in 
the art. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 
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Welch, Jr. et al., US Patent NO. 5,862,335 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yl CHEN whose telephone number is (571)270-3805. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nabil Elhady can be reached on 571-272-3963. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Yi Chen 
2/19/2008 

/Nabil El-Hady, Ph.D, M.B.A./ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4152 



